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From the Director’s Desk                                                                                        April – June 2017 

It’s been an exciting quarter as we prepared for the visit of IDRC’s new Board of Governors to the East 

African region in early July.  We will tell you more in the next issue of our bulletin. 

 

Meanwhile, read about the award-deserving nurse in the Democratic Republic of Congo whose quick and 

selfless action saved his country from an Ebola catastrophe!  Find out how an exciting leadership programme 

at University of Cape Town supports young leaders in African public and private sectors to use dialogue and 

networking to foster change.  We also tell you how Africa is wrestling with the tobacco menace, despite 

millions of dollars poured into advertising in the region by international companies to entice more people 

into smoking.  

 

IDRC’s President Dr. Jean Lebel and the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) CEO 

Prof. Andrew Campbell signed an agreement in Nairobi on June 30th, renewing the partnership between our 

two organisations. More details inside. 

 

For these and more stories, read on! 

  

Simon Carter 

Regional Director, Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa (ROSSA) 

  

News  

‘Dream’ response and ‘little miracles’ help quell latest Ebola outbreak 

A quick-thinking male Congolese nurse in a remote part of the Democratic Republic of Congo — who had 

not been paid for at least a year — is one of the “little miracles” that helped prevent the latest Ebola 

outbreak from turning into a repeat of the deadly West Africa epidemic. Read this inspiring story! 

Introducing ‘Perpectives’ 

We’re pleased to launch Perspectives, a new 

platform where IDRC experts share their 

innovative ideas and reflect on current issues and 

approaches challenging the international 

development community. Take a fresh look at the 

big issues.  

Events 

IDRC and ACIAR announce launch of new phase of agriculture initiative  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4ktC9__bUAhWEOsAKHRAzBvAQFgglMAA&url=http://aciar.gov.au/&usg=AFQjCNFcjxexO1XU4KaZWAdVxnjz7ZmWNw
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/dream-response-and-little-miracles-help-quell-latest-ebola-outbreak
https://www.idrc.ca/en/resources/perspectives
https://www.idrc.ca/en/resources/perspectives
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On June 30th, IDRC’s President Dr. Jean Lebel and ACIAR’s CEO Prof. 

Andrew Campbell, renewed a $25 million Canadian Dollar 

partnership between the two organisations with the launch of the 

second phase of the Cultivate Africa’s Future Fund (CultiAf). The 

new phase will run over 10 years and will take an innovative 

approach to solving food security challenges. It will support new 

projects that have significant potential to deliver development 

results. CultiAf II will scale up exciting innovations from the first 

phase and support forecasting studies to identify potential solutions to future development challenges. 

Read about the practical agriculture solutions that resulted from CultiAf’s Phase I. (Photo: Left: Prof. Andrew 

Campbell; Right: Dr. Jean Lebel)  

Research in action 

IDRC-funded work links political leaders and policy experts  

‘Building Bridges’ was conceived as a safe and constructive space for political actors, decision-makers, and 

policy research experts to foster systematic and sustained dialogue about critical development issues in 

Africa. The policy-focused research and outreach program is based at the University of Cape Town’s Graduate 

School of Development Policy and Practice (GSDPP). Here’s more  

The slow burn of justice, the power of research  

IDRC’s Adrian Di Giovanni looks at the power of research in building 

better knowledge on how people can confront and overcome justice 

challenges. He highlights the work of IDRC research partners in Nairobi, 

Kenya as an example of a successful, inspiring instance where research 

efforts can spark collective action, as people take steps together to assert 

their rights and light the path for large-scale change. Find this thought-

provoking blog here 

 

 

Smoking: Africa fights back  

The tobacco epidemic kills more than 6 million people every year. Of 

the 1 billion smokers the world over, 80% are in developing 

countries. Chased out of wealthy countries through legal action, 

legislation, taxes, and advertising restrictions, tobacco giants are 

stepping up their marketing strategies in developing countries. In 

Africa, the number of smokers is gaining ground.  However, the 

continent is putting up a fight.  To read about IDRC’s legacy of 

funding international tobacco control efforts over more than 20 years, click here. 

Featured Publication 

https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/practical-solutions-african-agriculture
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/building-bridges-linking-political-leaders-and-policy-experts-africa
https://namati.org/news/slow-burn-of-justice-power-of-research/
https://namati.org/news/slow-burn-of-justice-power-of-research/
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/smoking-africa-fights-back
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/tackling-epidemic-tobacco-research-control-idrc
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Revitalizing health for all 

Comprehensive primary care (CPHC) focuses on health system efforts to improve 

equity in healthcare access, community empowerment, participation of 

marginalized groups, and actions on the social determinants of health. This book 

examines 13 case studies chronicling efforts to implement CPHC reforms from 

countries around the globe.  

 

READ PDF | ORDER BOOK 

Announcements and careers 

The IDRC Research Awards 2018 Call is open until September 6th. 

 

Visit our Careers page for information on current job openings. 

About Us 

Our Contacts: 

International Development Research Centre, Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa           

Eaton Place, 3rd Floor, United Nations Crescent, Gigiri, Nairobi; PO Box 62084-00200, Nairobi, Kenya; 

Tel: +254 709 074 000. Questions or comments? Email us at rossa@idrc.ca 

 

Subscribe | unsubscribe 

  

Follow Us 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/bitstream/handle/10625/56398/IDL-56398.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
http://www.utppublishing.com/Revitalizing-Health-for-All-Case-Studies-of-the-Struggle-for-Comprehensive-Primary-Health-Care.html
https://www.idrc.ca/en/content/idrc-research-awards-2018
https://www.idrc.ca/en/about-idrc/careers
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca?subject=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20ROSSA%20newsletter
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca?subject=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20the%20ROSSA%20newsletter
https://www.youtube.com/user/IDRCCRDI
http://www.facebook.com/IDRC.CRDI
https://twitter.com/Idrc_afrique

