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From the Director’s Desk                                                                                        July – September 2017 

Dear Colleagues and friends, 

 

This will be my last posting to the ROSSA newsletter as Regional Director, as my term comes to an end in 

November 2017, as does my twenty-year career with IDRC. This issue highlights the visit of our Board of 

Governors to East Africa in July, during which they were privileged to engage with our grantees to hear 

about their contributions and achievements in the region. As such, it also provides the opportunity for me to 

reflect on what IDRC has helped to accomplish, within the context of my term as Regional Director and 

previously with the Centre’s environment, rural poverty and climate change programmes. 

 

Helping to strengthen the capacity of young African climate change 

scientists is something IDRC began to support in 2007, through the 

African Climate Change Fellows programme hosted by the Institute 

for Resource Analysis at the University of Dar es Salaam. IDRC has 

made a significant contribution to building adaptation science 

capacity in the region over the last 10 years - over 150 fellows have 

been trained by the programme - and African climate negotiators and 

policy makers are benefitting regularly from that expertise. During 

their visit to Tanzania, IDRC Governors participated in a roundtable with some of the fellows and climate and 

environment modellers from the African Institute of Mathematical Sciences, as part of an event to promote 

cross-fertilization between the two programmes. We hope that this will contribute to more fruitful exchanges 

and further enhanced advanced research capacity in the region. 

 

Canada and IDRC have long been active contributors to post-harvest and food processing innovation 

research, as I quickly became aware early in my research career working on cassava-based farming systems 

in Latin America. In Nairobi, our governors met with grantees of two of our flagship programmes, Cultivating 

Africa’s Future and the Canadian International Food Security 

Research Fund, to learn first-hand about the exciting 

innovations developed by researchers and young entrepreneurs 

in East Africa. IDRC continues to contribute to the development 

of novel and cutting-edge applied research such as the ones 

these programmes are supporting, and is actively forging the 

vital links with the private sector needed to bring the benefits of 

innovations to scale. 

 

Maternal, newborn, reproductive and child health are key priorities of the Government of Canada’s 

international assistance policy. Governors met grantees and government officials in Uganda and Tanzania, to 

learn how previous IDRC support to strengthen health systems has created understanding, capacity and 

platforms for today’s research in both countries. Persistence over the long-term, and attention to both 

individual and organisational capacity-building have helped the Centre to contribute to building vibrant 

research communities that are now striving to meet the needs of mothers, their children and health-care 

  

https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/idrc-board-visits-east-africa
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/idrc-board-visits-east-africa
https://www.idrc.ca/en/project/african-climate-change-fellowship
https://www.aims.ac.za/
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/cultivate-africas-future
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/cultivate-africas-future
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/canadian-international-food-security-research-fund
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/canadian-international-food-security-research-fund
https://www.idrc.ca/en/initiative/innovating-maternal-and-child-health-africa
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workers. Equipped with the skills for effective communication throughout the research and learning process, 

our grantees continue to gain traction with and respect from their counterparts in government. It was an 

immense privilege to be part of these discussions.  

 

I am delighted to be handing over the reins at ROSSA to Dr. Kathryn Touré, a former colleague who led 

IDRC’s office in Dakar from 2008-2012. Kathryn rejoins IDRC in November, and will no doubt be reaching out 

to you soon.  

 

I would like to thank all members of the ROSSA team, for their dedication, their loyalty and collegiality, and 

their sense of humour and fun over the last seven years. It has been an honour and a privilege to lead them. 

And to all of you, my colleagues within the region, at IDRC, and within the wider research for development 

community – a big Thank You.  

  

Simon Carter, 

Regional Director, Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa (ROSSA) 

 

News  

 IDRC Board of Governors visits East Africa 

The Regional Office hosted the IDRC Governors on a visit to East 

Africa in July 2017. The Board met and interacted with Canadian 

missions, IDRC staff, and the Centre’s research grantees in Kenya, 

Uganda and Tanzania. They also found time to interact with 

community members benefitting from the Centre’s work in the 

region. Here’s more.  

 

 

Journal supplement on 10 years of West African Health Systems Research 

In the wake of the Ebola outbreak in 2014 attention turned to West Africa’s poorly functioning health systems 

and how these compounded the emergency and complicated response to the crisis. A supplement published 

on July 13, 2017 in BioMed Central’s Health Research Policy and Systems journal delves into these 

shortcomings and proposes strategies to solve these. The supplement presents findings from a series of 
research and capacity development projects funded by IDRC over the last 10 years.   
 

 

 

 

https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/idrc-board-visits-east-africa
https://www.idrc.ca/en/news/journal-supplement-features-10-years-west-african-health-systems-research
https://www.idrc.ca/en/news/journal-supplement-features-10-years-west-african-health-systems-research
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How did African journalists experience the 2014 Ebola crisis?  

In a report published by the World Federation of 

Science Journalists (WFSJ) in partnership with the 

Department of Journalism at Concordia University, 

93% of journalists surveyed agreed that better 

communication and access to credible information 

during the outbreak would have saved many lives. 

WFSJ also launched a health toolbox that links 

journalists to infectious disease experts for quick 

verification of information. The toolbox has a 

resource centre containing key information on 

various infectious diseases.  

Events 

IDRC at AGRF2017  

This year’s Africa Green Revolution Forum (AGRF) held in 

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire in September attracted close to 1,000 

participants. 

 

We hosted several events during the week to share the 

results of the Centre’s funded research.  

 

 

Research in action 

Local research team helps create Nigeria’s first national social 

protection scheme  

Felicia Jegede, a 71-year-old widow, elatedly describes it as “the best 

thing to have happened to us, the elderly.” In Ekiti State in Nigeria, 

monthly cash transfers are reducing the financial burden for families. 

Here’s more  

 

 

IDRC supported researchers transform economic policy in Africa  

Tony Muhumuz is among the many African economists making a 

mark on the Continent. When he was appointed Uganda’s national 

economist for UNDP, the challenge ahead of him was clear - linking 

economic research to policy. He turned to the African Economic 

Research Consortium (AERC) for training in research engagement. “I 

felt confident talking to policymakers about using evidence for 

decision-making,” he said on completing the training. More stories in 

our Strengthening Economic Research Series.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://wfsj.org/v2/report-how-did-african-journalists-experience-the-ebola-crisis/
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/idrc-africa-green-revolution-forum-2017
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/local-research-team-helps-create-nigerias-first-national-social-protection-scheme
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/untold-story-idrc-supported-researchers-transform-economic-policy-africa
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Featured Publication 

Public Health: How think tanks are making a difference 

Public health is only one of the areas in which think tanks are making a 

difference. This booklet highlights a few examples of the type of health-related 

issues they are working on around the world.  

 

READ DIGITAL VERSION  

Announcements and careers 

Visit our grants page for the latest on IDRC competitive calls for concept notes and proposals, and our 

Careers page for information on current job openings. 

 

The winning projects under the South Africa-Canada Research Chairs Initiative have been announced.  

About Us 

Our Contacts: 

International Development Research Centre, Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa           

Eaton Place, 3rd Floor, United Nations Crescent, Gigiri, Nairobi; PO Box 62084-00200, Nairobi, Kenya; 

Tel: +254 709 074 000.  

 

Questions or comments? Email us at rossa@idrc.ca 
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