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The challenge 

Despite their critical role in promoting food security on 

the African continent, women continue to be marginal-

ized in the distribution and allocation of land with far 

reaching implications for both family survival and na-

tional food security. The ability of African women to 

continue to engage in food crop farming to ensure food 

security for families and the continent at large is only 

possible if their right to land is not only protected but 

also respected and fulfilled. Studies on women's land 

rights have shown, however, that the African woman's 

right to land is seriously under threat. African women 

have traditionally not had equal access to land as their 

male counterparts. This unequal access is now being 

further eroded by weak and opaque land laws and gov-

ernance processes related to large scale land acquisi-

tions (LSLAs).  

The research 

Critical knowledge is emerging about the impact of 

LSLAs on livelihoods in affected communities; however, 

very few have included a gender perspective. More-

over, very little knowledge exists about how African 

women, who have traditionally not had equal access to 

land have developed strategies to foster more gender 

equitable land governance policies and practices that, 

contribute to greater accountability and transparency 

around LSLAs.  

This project is supporting research to examine the con-

ditions needed to allow women to become empowered 

to participate in large-scale land acquisition (LSLAs) 

processes. The objective is to help ensure that sub-

Saharan Africa puts the legal and policy frameworks in 

place to foster better accountability and legitimacy on 

issues of land governance.  The research team is ex-

ploring the following: 

 land acquisition processes; 

 winners and losers in these transactions; 

 ways in which the losers (specifically, rural African 

women) respond to their situation; and, 

 extent to which these responses are successful. 

A woman in Mubende, Uganda approaches a barrier of the coffee 
plantation where her community was evicted.  
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The partners  

 Centre for Gender Studies and Advocacy 

(CEGENSA), University of Ghana, Ghana 

 Centre for Basic Research, Uganda 

 University of Buea, Cameroon 

Country-level interventions 

The research is being carried out in six communities 

affected by LSLAs in Cameroon, Ghana and Uganda (2 

sites per country). The same methodology is being ap-

plied across all three countries. 

 Cameroon: Three case studies in Littoral (banana) 

and South West regions (palm oil plantation).  

 Ghana: Two regions, the Eastern Region (banana 

plantation) and the Greater Accra Region 

(pineapples and mango plantations). 

 Uganda: The research covered two sites—Amuru 

(sugar plantation) and Mubende District (coffee 

plantation) 
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The expected outcomes  

The analysis and findings will  

 Promote more gender equitable land governance 

policies and practices that contribute to greater 

accountability and transparency around LSLAs 

 Investigate the impact of LSLA’s on livelihoods in 

affected communities  

 Build knowledge on the strategies that women have 

developed to-date that foster more gender equita-

ble land governance policies and practices 

 Amplify the voice for accountable LSLAs given that 

affected communities are fragile and largely invisi-

ble in the broad body politic.  
 

The findings and achievements so far   

 In Cameroon, in-depth interviews were conducted 

with chiefs, state officials, women, NGOs and in-

vestors. Preliminary results reveal that LSLAs in 

Cameroon involve both formal and informal pro-

cesses because they take place mostly on national 

land for which both the State and customary com-

munities have conflicting interests.  

 LSLAs undermine the participation of women in the 

process and women get inadequate compensation 

for the loss of their land, crops and livelihood.  

 The study illustrates that displacement from land 

deprives women of sources of water, fuel, fruits 

and medicinal plants, needed to support their fam-

ilies. In some communities, land scarcity resulting 

from expansion in agro-plantations has led to rural-

urban migration in search of alternative liveli-

hoods. As men migrate, women become tempo-

rary head of households, increasing their workload 

and stress as they assume tasks hitherto carried 

out by men with limited resources. 

 In Uganda, the terrain of land acquisition in the 

two cases studied brings out critical gaps in land 

governance. In the case of Mubende District, evic-

tion of the people was facilitated by force appar-

ently with involvement of the army.  

 In Amuru district, the community rejected the land 

acquisition project because they felt that the Dis-

trict Land Board had no mandate to giveaway their 

land.  The process of surveying and establishing the 

project could not proceed as it met with stiff re-

sistance by the community. Protesters put up road 

blocks and women stripped naked and also instigat-

ed their children to cry.       

 Preliminary findings reveal that weak land govern-

ance hurts the poor. In the case of small scale dis-

putes people can choose adjudication by clans, local 

council courts, formal magistrate courts or religious 

institutions depending on the circumstances. In the 

case of large scale displacement, the choices 

(especially women and poor generally) are more 

limited and this puts communities at greater risk.   

 Although customary land tenure has been indicted 

for limiting women land rights in terms of ownership 

and control, women had guaranteed access and use 

rights within a system often regulated under the clan 

system or traditional authority.  Currently, diminish-

ing collective rights has led to increased individual 

land sales which have negative implications for 

women’s land rights and livelihood of communities.  

 In Ghana, researchers have interviewed and orga-

nized focus group discussion with the investors/their 

representatives, civil society organizations, citizens 

and traditional leaders.  An analysis of the customary 

and statutory laws governing land transactions in 

Ghana is being conducted.   

 Preliminary findings show that land transaction pro-

cesses produce both procedural and distributive 

injustices and that women bear the brunt of these 

injustices. Downward accountability is poor resulting 

in the marginalization of women. Procedural injustic-

es are translated into distributive injustices; valua-

tion and compensation for the land is generally poor 

and limited to men.   

 Research found that neither family heads nor chiefs 

were very good at divulging the details of a land 

transaction with their constituents.  Even when they 

did, they were likely to consult with the council of 

elders all of them male.  
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