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From the Director                                                                                                                        January 2018 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 

As I rejoin IDRC as the Regional Director for sub-Saharan Africa, I am excited about the prospects for 

promoting knowledge and innovation to support change. I am also mindful of the many challenges the 

world faces. 

 

Governance is one: At my first official engagement here in Nairobi representing IDRC at a youth leadership 

workshop organised by the University of Cape Town, I was inspired by the many young emerging leaders 

whose aspirations and active engagement are being tethered to productive change processes in Africa. 

Climate change is another: Colleagues returning from the COP23 climate negotiations in Bonn brought news 

of the significant contributions of IDRC-supported African negotiators on agriculture and gender issues. 

 

IDRC and its partners shall continue to forge strong alliances to address the issues facing us all. I am hopeful 

and grateful, as we move into 2018, that we can look forward together. 

 

Best wishes for the New Year! 

 

Dr. Kathryn Toure 

Regional Director, Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa (ROSSA) 

 

  

Building leaders for today and tomorrow 

Preparing the next generation of public servants 

Youth activists, thought leaders, and several 2017 graduates of the University of 

Cape Town’s Emerging African Leaders Programme met in Nairobi in November 

to discuss factors that constrain youth engagement in governance and 

accountability processes. The dialogue was informed by the African Union Youth 

Charter, UN Resolution 2250, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and 

desires for more youth inclusion in decision making. Recommendations included 

making educational systems more responsive to markets, reaching out to youth 

using tools that resonate with them such as social media, involving youth in 

electoral education, and reforming constitutions to better account for youth. The 

workshop was part of the Building Bridges project which puts the next generation of the continent’s public 

servants in contact with elders for mentoring and dialogue about regional integration and inclusive governance. 

Building Bridges is funded by IDRC and the Ford Foundation.  

 

We would like to hear from you: From your perspective, what are the most important aspects in preparing 

the next generation for leadership? Send your views to us at rossa@idrc.ca 

 

https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/building-bridges-linking-political-leaders-and-policy-experts-africa
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca
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Improving agricultural systems and fighting climate change 

Making fish and poultry production less expensive 

Feed represents one of the most important inputs into livestock production, 

particularly in poultry and fish production systems. IDRC in collaboration with 

the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) funded 

research that contributed to regulatory changes in Kenya and Uganda. Thanks 

to the changes, dried insect products may now be used as a protein source in 

livestock feed. Insect products are less costly than fishmeal, which is currently 

widely used as a source of protein for the feed (photo courtesy Mary 

Mwendwa). Read the full story 

 

Agriculture, gender, and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

IDRC supports a network of African scientists (AGNES – the African Group of Negotiators Expert Support) in 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) process. At COP23 in November, 

the African Group contributed to ending a six-year deadlock on agriculture. It influenced parties at the talks 

to agree to work on a series of issues linking climate change and agriculture. The Group drafted the 

agriculture decision which was adopted by all other countries with only minor adjustments. AGNES was also 

instrumental in the development and adoption of a gender action plan, which seeks to strengthen climate 

policy by making it gender-responsive in all areas concerning adaptation, mitigation and implementation. 

 

We would like to hear from you: In your experience, how has research helped agricultural development, 

food security, and managing climate change? Send your views to us at rossa@idrc.ca 

 

News on science granting councils 

 An award for the Science Granting Councils Initiative! 

The Science Granting Councils Initiative in Sub-Saharan Africa (SGCI) 

was recognised with a Science Diplomacy Award by the Government 

of South Africa at its December 2017 Science Forum. The annual 

forum celebrates and promotes science and technology. SGCI is 

supported by IDRC, South Africa's National Research Foundation 

(NRF), and the UK’s Department for International Development (DFID). 

 

Science granting councils catalyse and facilitate partnerships  

Can private-public partnerships be drivers of research and innovation in Africa? The 2017 annual forum of the 

Science Granting Council Initiative hosted by Zambia’s National Science and Technology Council and Malawi’s 

National Commission for Science and Technology explored this question. Find out more.  

 

We would like to hear from you: What in your view is the role of research funders in fostering private-public 

partnerships in research and innovation? Send your views to us at rossa@idrc.ca 

 

https://www.feednavigator.com/Article/2017/11/17/Internationally-funded-project-behind-insect-feed-approval-in-Kenya-and-Uganda?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2017/sbsta/eng/l24a01.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2017/sbi/eng/l29.pdf
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca
https://www.idrc.ca/en/news/science-granting-councils-initiative-sub-saharan-africa-wins-science-diplomacy-award
https://www.idrc.ca/en/events/sgci-forum-effective-public-private-partnerships-research-and-innovation-africa
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca
http://www.nrf.ac.za/sites/default/files/field/image/SGCI_Award.jpeg
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Publications 

Healthy Lives for Vulnerable Women and Children by Sue Godt, Irene Agyepong, 

Walter Flores, and Gita Sen 

This new book draws on 15 years of IDRC-funded research on health systems by 

researchers working closely with communities and decision makers.  

Read pdf | Order book 

 

 

 

Evaluation tool to assess research quality 

“RQ+” is based on the premise that a credible, balanced and comprehensive 

assessment of the quality of research for development requires consideration of 

elements beyond research outputs and conventional metrics. Download our 

Research Quality Plus (RQ+) approach to learn more.  

Now available in English, French and Spanish  

 

 

Annual Report 

IDRC funds research globally to contribute to gender equity, healthier people, 

higher incomes, cleaner environments, and responsible governments.  

Read our Annual Report 2016/2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grants and careers 

Visit our Grants page for the latest on IDRC competitive calls. Our Careers page has all the latest 

information on current job openings at the Centre. 

 

Contact us 

International Development Research Centre 

Regional Office for Sub-Saharan Africa, Eaton Place, 3rd Floor, United Nations Crescent, Gigiri, Nairobi  

PO Box 62084-00200, Nairobi, Kenya, Tel. +254 709 074 000 

 

Questions or comments? Email us at rossa@idrc.ca 

 

Subscribe | Unsubscribe 

 

Follow Us 

 

 

https://www.idrc.ca/en/book/infocus-healthy-lives-vulnerable-women-and-children-applying-health-systems-research
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/handle/10625/56725
https://www.renoufbooks.com/bookstore/bookstore.aspx?m=bd&l=el&n=28457477&i=121006
https://www.idrc.ca/en/article/new-evaluation-tool-now-available-assess-research-quality
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/handle/10625/56528?locale-attribute=en
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/handle/10625/56600
https://idl-bnc-idrc.dspacedirect.org/handle/10625/56730
https://www.idrc.ca/en/about-idrc/accountability/annual-reports
https://www.idrc.ca/sites/default/files/sp/Documents%20EN/idrc-annual-report-2017-en.pdf
https://www.idrc.ca/en/funding/grants
https://www.idrc.ca/en/about-idrc/careers
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca?subject=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20ROSSA%20newsletter
mailto:rossa@idrc.ca?subject=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20the%20ROSSA%20newsletter
https://www.youtube.com/user/IDRCCRDI
http://www.facebook.com/IDRC.CRDI
https://twitter.com/Idrc_afrique
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