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IDRC Doctoral Research Awards (IDRAs) support research aligned with IDRC’s mandate and thematic 
priorities. Proposed research must fit within the priorities of the Agriculture and Environment, Inclusive 
Economies, or Technology and Innovation program areas as set out in this document.  
 
1) Agriculture and Environment  
The Agriculture and Environment program area delivers evidence-based innovations in agriculture, 
climate change, and health sectors to solve issues such as poor agricultural productivity; food insecurity 
and malnutrition; chronic and infectious diseases; and, risks to lives and livelihoods from a changing 
climate. More specifically, Agriculture and Environment supports: 

• Agriculture and food security research on: efficient and sustainable agricultural production, 
focusing on topics such as secondary crops, fruits and vegetables, and high value animal 
products to enhance both income and nutrition; improved market access and agricultural value 
chains for small-holder farmers; improved and affordable livestock vaccines; and, improved 
financial services for farmers and agricultural businesses. 

• Climate change research to: generate cost-effective solutions and smart use of technology that 
lead to short-term social and economic gains and guard against climate impacts in the future; 
generate new knowledge and inform policy in climate change vulnerability hotspots; increase 
climate resilience of small and medium cities; and, facilitate climate adaptation finance, 
particularly from private sources. 

• Food systems and health research for improved health and healthier food systems; prevention 
of emerging infectious and chronic diseases focussed on food-related chronic illnesses (such as 
hypertension, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease); prevention and reduction of disease risks 
from pandemics, emerging infectious diseases, and disease risk linked to tobacco. 

 
2) Inclusive Economies 
The Inclusive Economies thematic area invests in the efforts of public and private sector actors to 
establish more dynamic economies with decent work opportunities for the poor; democratic governance 
systems that can respond to challenges of crime, corruption and violence; vibrant public policy debates 
generated by local, independent organizations; and improvements in the health of the world’s mothers 
and children.  More specifically, Inclusive Economies supports:  
 

• Research on enhancing the economic opportunities of marginalized groups. This focuses in 
particular on strengthening women’s economic empowerment; supporting policy and practice 
to expand economic opportunities for young people; and enhancing private sector development 
impact, including through innovative forms of collaboration between private and public sectors. 

• Research on creating safer communities free from insecurity and violent conflict, including more 
secure and inclusive cities; empowering women and girls to prevent and overcome gender 
violence; and improving access to effective and responsive justice for vulnerable populations. A 
focus is on context-specific research that connects to broader regional and international efforts 
in order to achieve greater impact. 

• Research on organizational development of developing country think tanks and policy research 
organizations, in particular ways in which they can strengthen their policy outreach and impact, 
enhance research quality and relevance, develop sustainable business models including 
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resource mobilization, and strengthen learning and accountability through better monitoring 
and evaluation.  

• Research on innovations for improving maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health by 
strengthening health systems that are the first and most important point of contact for the most 
vulnerable, and strengthening of health information systems to contribute to better decision-
making and better targeting of resources to needs.  

 
3) Technology and Innovation  
The Technology and Innovation program area leverages science and advanced technologies to drive 
innovation and sustainable growth in developing countries. More specifically, Technology and 
Innovation:  
 

• works to build the human and organizational capital needed to support innovation and 
economic growth in developing countries, through programs that encourage science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics skills and leadership development, as well as 
institutional strengthening; and 

 
• supports research on networked economies, digital and data driven innovations by 

entrepreneurs, the incorporation of digital skills into education curriculums, and policies that 
enable people to benefit from disruptive technologies and innovations. A focus is building a 
knowledge base around digital technologies and leveraging them to improve democracy, 
accelerate science, improve education, and foster economic growth. 
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