RESEARCH AWARD COMPETITION

Research Award: Think Tank Ini a ve
Deadline: August 7, 2013
Please note that all applicaƟons must be sent electronically.

IDRC is one of the world’s leaders in genera ng new knowledge to meet global challenges. We oﬀer a number of
research awards providing a unique opportunity to enhance research skills and gain a fresh perspec ve on crucial
development issues. These one‐year, paid, in‐house programs of training and mentorship allow award holders to
pursue their research goals and work in one of IDRC’s dynamic program or division teams.
The Think Tank Ini a ve is a global program that supports independent policy research organiza ons – or "think
tanks" – in developing countries. The Ini a ve focuses on countries in Africa, South Asia, and La n America. Its goal
is to strengthen a select group of independent policy research organiza ons, enabling them to provide objec ve,
high‐quality research that both informs and influences policy. To achieve its mission, the Ini a ve provides organiza‐
ons with a mix of long‐term general support grants (core funding) and access to training and technical assistance to
allow them to improve research quality, expand policy linkages, and address other key aspects of organiza onal de‐
velopment.
One important dimension of the Ini a ve is to capture and share learning about strategies for suppor ng and
managing policy research organiza ons. The Think Tank Ini a ve Research Awardee will contribute to this dimen‐
sion by providing a be er understanding of what makes an independent policy research organiza on successful in
diﬀerent regions of the world.
Proposals for the Research Award should address one or more key dimensions of “success” for policy research
organiza ons related to research quality, policy links, or aspects of organiza onal performance. Through the analysis
and synthesis of informa on collected on think tanks supported – or not – by the program, proposals could address
one/some of the following research ques ons:

 What are the factors that enable “leading” think tanks in the world to be perceived as successful, and what can
be learned from these examples to help strengthen think tanks more widely?

 What approaches have been used to enhance the capacity and competence of think tanks in influencing policy in
developing countries and what have been the outcomes?

 What is the nature of the applied research market in (some) developing countries?
 What is the role of independent policy research organiza ons in policy influence and policy‐making process in
(some) developing countries?
The Research Awardee is expected to be able to present his or her research plan and progress during the year during
team mee ngs at the Centre, in regional oﬃces or any other academic or professional forum. The Research Awardee
is expected to finalize his or her research paper in the form of an internal or external publica on with single or joint
authorship.

Who can apply:
To be eligible, you must meet the following requirements:

 Be a ci zen or permanent resident of Canada, or a ci zen of a developing country.
 Be either currently enrolled at a recognized university at the master's or doctoral level or have completed a
master's or doctoral degree at a recognized university. These awards may be part of an academic requirement.

 Your proposed research must focus on one or more developing countries.

Candidates should have the following qualificaƟons:
 Experience researching/working in a developing country (preferably in Africa, South Asia, or La n America);
 A Master’s in economics, development studies, public policy, or poli cal sciences;
 Be familiar with methodologies for social and economic analysis and sta s cal so ware;
 Experience working in a policy research organiza on an asset;
 Strong verbal and wri en communica ons skills;
 Proficiency in English; and
 Knowledge of French or Spanish an asset.
As a Research Awardee with the Think Tank Ini a ve, the successful candidate will also contribute 50% of their me
to a variety of other tasks in addi on to his/her research work as part of the team.
This posi on is located at IDRC’s head oﬃce in O awa.

A key part of Canada’s aid program, IDRC supports research in developing countries to promote growth and development.
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