Patent Policy of the
| nter national Development Research Centre

All research prgects supported by the International Devel oprrent Resaarch Centre (IDRC) that may give rise to patenteble

technology are aubject to IDRC spatent padlicy.

Our patent policy seeksto achievetwo goals. Fird, it ensuresthat inditutions, under whose auspices inventions are made,
will potentially receivesomefinancial reward fromthose inventions. Second, it ensures that all thosein developing
countries who want to use such inventions can have acaess to them on reasonable ternes.

In addition, abasic am of the policy isto prevent athird party from fasdy daiming ownershi p to the technology or from

unjustly enriching itsdlf from the labour of others.

To put thepolicy into effect, grant recipients are asked to sign a paent agreement at the same time as they accept the

Memorandumof Grant Corditions, which governs the project.

The petent agreement sets aut in detail thelegal richts of dl partiesinvolved in the research. Generdly, Third Warld
recipients own patent rights in their avn country. IDRCretains only the right to use thetechnologyin that country & part
of research projectsit might subsequently fund there, and to exploit the techndogy in tha country shauld the recipient
choose na to do so. In other countries IDRC may apply in its own nane for paent coveage if it is necessary to ensure
adequate legd protection far the technology. Such apdications are made in full consultation with the recipients.

Regardless of who holds the patent rights, grant recipients are free to make the technology available to whormever they
chocse, onanon-exclusivebasis Thismay bedone under whatever terns the grant reci pient seesfit toimpose.

Revenues gener aed from the sde of the technal ogy are divided equitably between the parti es, having regard to the amount of

revenue likely to begenaated.

Recipents of IDRC grantsare encouraged to puldish their firdings. Full
scientific credit for the wak belongs to those who conducted the
research. Only one restriction is placed on thisright in projects where
patentable technology is devel oped; publ icati on iswithheld for aperiod of
time sufficient to permit patent applicationsto befiled. Strict
confidentiality about the infamation nust be meintained up to the point
of the patent application. No disclosuresto the publi ¢, either written or
ord, should take place.

In the caze of caoperative projectswhere Canadian ingtitutions are
involved, the rights of devel gping-cauntry recipients are unaffected. The
rights of Canadian recipients pardlel those o Third World recipients,
except that they own the patent rightsin Canada. Any revenue generated
isdivided accordi ng to the same pri nd plesas gover n non-cooperaive
projects.

The genera rules governing ownership d technology will apply in most
cases. However, IDRC is prepared todiscuss dternate arangenmentsin

specid circunstancesto ensurefairnesto al. Questions a comments

about IDRC' spatent policy should be directed to:

The Genera Counsel, International Development Research Centre,
P.O. Box 8500, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1G 3H9
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The Patent Law Sygem

The patent law system, asit existsin mecst
countries is designed to sene two besic
purposes Firgt, it givestoinventorsthe
exclusive right to use their inventions for a
limited period. Theat period variesfrom
country to country. Second, it requi res
inventors todisclose their inventions to the
public, o that the public can be fuly
informed about the state of the art in agiven
field and so that it may fredly use the
inventions &ter the patents have expired.
All inventionsare disclosad by petent
offices when paents are granted.

Inventions ae patentable. Inventians, in
most legd systens, are defined as a product
or aprocess, that is, ameteria thing or a
way of treating material to produce a given
result. Inventions must dso be useful, new,
and not obvious to a pason skilled in the at
or sciencefor which they pertan.







